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PR 819

30 August 2006

For Immediate Release
Turning cans into trees

The deadline is fast approaching for getting all the drinks cans you have used this summer turned into trees to help tackle climate change in Africa, Torbay Council's recycling officer Carol Arthur is reminding local people.

Every aluminium can and kilo of foil recycled before the end of September will count towards a new tree being grown to help tackle climate change in Burkina Faso, so now’s the time to make sure there are no post-barbecue empties put on one side, waiting to be recycled.

Said Carol: "Local residents have done exceptionally well so far with their recycling efforts, so please keep up the good work and remember to keep on recycling all your aluminium cans and foil as every piece really will count. As well as helping the African project, one tree will be grown locally for every tonne we recycle.”

Cabinet Member for Community Services, Cllr Jeanette Richards, said: "I know many residents fully support our efforts to increase recycling in Torbay, and this excellent initiative will hopefully encourage even more people to recycle their drinks cans."

The bid to grow 50,000 trees in the drylands of sub-Saharan Africa, where climate change is having a devasting effect on village communities which rely on ancient forests for survival, is backed by not for profit organisation Alupro, with partners Tree Aid.

One tree will be given for every tonne of aluminium recycled and all the trees that have been chosen for Africa are grown for their food and medicinal use. Mango, Cashew and Baobab trees also encourage the production of honey, which is sold to provide much needed income for the five village communities involved in the project. 

Recycling saves 95% of the energy needed to make it from the raw material and with recycled cans often back on the shelf in just six weeks, the energy savings quickly grow.

For further information please contact Alupro on 0845 7227722 or look on the website www.alupro.org.uk 

ENDS

Notes for Editors

Alupro is a not for profit company, limited by guarantee, sponsored by the aluminium packaging and recycling industries.  www.alupro.org.uk

Alupro is working with the charity Tree Aid on the African project.  Tree Aid supports some of the world’s poorest people living in rural Africa to become self-reliant by helping them secure basic needs and vital income from trees.  This is done through training and funding community forest projects. www.treeaid.org.uk

For further information please contact: Peter Surcombe, Communications Officer on 01803 208860
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