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PR 1894

11 November 2008

For immediate release
Working together to beat the credit crunch

Torbay Council and its partners are organising a conference, community forums and road shows to help tackle the economic downturn and its local implications.

Torbay’s first Credit Crunch Conference will be held on Thursday 4 December from 9am to 1pm at the Riviera International Conference Centre. The conference brings together representatives from the business and voluntary sectors and includes key note speeches from Peter Gripaios, Professor of Applied Economics at Plymouth Business School and Jon Bright, Regional Director of Government Office South West.

The conference programme will draw experts into an arena for a discussion of how government, public, voluntary and private sector organisations and services can work together to help businesses and individuals who are struggling financially. 

The conference will be followed at 3pm by the first community forum. Open to all residents and businesses, the forums will include stands from local businesses and information services, offering practical advice on how to manage in the current economic climate and addressing questions and concerns from the community. Paignton and Brixham forums follow on Friday 5 December and Monday 8 December.

Further dates for the credit crunch road shows which will be in the community in December, will be released later this week.

Torbay Mayor, Nick Bye said, ‘We are very much aware that local people and businesses are being affected by the down- turn in the economy. Research* tells us that 19% of households in the South West are finding keeping up with the bills a constant struggle, but more worryingly only 4% of those experiencing difficulty have sought professional advice.

‘Our ‘Take Up’ campaign which we have been running since 2007, has been successful in helping residents to claim the benefits they are entitled to, it is surprising how many people do qualify when they thought they wouldn’t. 

‘We hope that by working together as partners we can raise awareness of all the help that is already available to the public, but also look at new solutions and ways of working to help Torbay weather the current economic circumstances.’

Conference Organiser Aviva Pearson, Executive Head of the Environment went on to say,

‘The advice and help we will be offering during the community forums is for all residents, working or unemployed, of all ages and needs.

‘We know that there are many people who are in need of support, and perhaps they are either not aware of the services that are available or perhaps were aware, but afraid to ask for a variety of reasons.’

‘All of the organisations who are participating really care about our residents and businesses, and we are all coming together in an effort to help the businesses and communities of Torbay.’

Ends

Notes for editors

Credit Crunch Forums- open to all residents and businesses

Torquay-Thursday 4 December, Riviera International Conference Centre, 3pm - 7pm

Paignton- Friday 5 December,Paignton Community College, Waterleat Road 3.30pm- 7pm

Brixham-Monday 8 December,Our Lady Catholic Church Hall, New Road 3pm - 7pm

Notes for editors
The final list of exhibitors for the community forums are currently being finalised, however it includes representatives from;

-Business Link

-Cool Recovery

-Torbay Pound

-Citizen's Advice Bureau

-Age Concern

-Job Centre Plus

- The Learning and Skills Council

-ACE

-Warmzone

- Torbay Council Housing and Benefits

-Torbay Voluntary Service

- Surestart

* A survey conducted by YouGov has revealed that 19% of households in the South West are finding keeping up with bills a constant struggle or have fallen behind with their commitments.

It asked households how they were coping with the credit crunch. The results showed that 63% said their financial circumstances had got worse in the past six months, with only 13% seeing an improvement.

The survey showed that residenst of the South West were the least likely in Great Britain to ask for help, with only 4% of those experiencing difficulty having sought professional advice, 10% below the national average.

For further information please contact Claire Barrow, Torbay Council Communications Manager on 01803 208832
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