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PR 1560

11 April 2008

For Immediate Release
Torbay submits three unitary councils concept for Devon

The concept of three unitary councils to serve the people of Devon has been proposed by Torbay Council in its submission to the Boundary Committee, which is currently reviewing the structure of local councils across the county.

Torbay Mayor Nick Bye said: “We have given extremely careful consideration to this review, and I am pleased to say that the concept that we have put forward has received cross-party support within the council.

“Foremost in our deliberations has been consideration of what we believe would be best for the people of Torbay, the neighbouring South Devon area and the rest of the county.

“We now look forward to the Boundary Committee publishing its proposals for consultation in July so that local people have the opportunity to put forward their views."

Torbay's consideration of possible options was given following advice from the Boundary Committee that their remit was to seek a unitary solution to local government in Devon.

Torbay Council and the county’s other unitary authority, Plymouth City Council, had both been advised that they would be continuing authorities.

In its submission, Torbay Council says it favours an approach based on three sustainable centres.

This would give a three unitary model for Devon, recognising the strategic role played regionally and sub-regionally by Plymouth, Torbay and Exeter and the interrelationships with their rural hinterlands.

This would create three new councils:

* An expanded Plymouth, reflecting its ‘city region’ influence;

* a South Devon unitary, with Torbay and the market towns, for example Newton Abbot and Totnes, and their hinterlands, and

* a unitary covering the rest of Devon with Exeter at its core.

This model, “would build on the experience and infrastructures of the existing providers of the big service blocks, for example for children and adults; provide the greatest potential for significant economies of scale across the county; and deliver the strongest strategic leadership, both within each authority and across the region.”

Among the criteria considered by Torbay Council was the delivery through community engagement of genuine opportunities for neighbourhood flexibility and empowerment.

The submission states that Torbay's community partnerships and Brixham Town Council give a clear voice on local community based issues and are starting to influence and co-ordinate the delivery of local services. 

In order to develop the sense of place and enable cohesive, attractive and economically vibrant communities, Torbay would be willing to undertake an early review working with existing well established forms of community governance such as parish/town councils, local resident/tenants associations and community forums to provide valid forms of neighbourhood democracy and management. 

"We see this as working in spheres, not tiers," the submission states.

Torbay Council's submission states that the creation of a new South Devon Authority "recognises the need to develop a shared Vision for the new authority area that identifies the key priorities of Torbay and builds upon the unique attraction of the market towns and the rural nature of the rest of South Devon."

It concludes: "Achieving our aspirations will facilitate the provision of a financially viable and secure local authority, able to deliver value for money public services and provide strong and accountable leadership for the whole South Devon community."

Stage Two of the Boundary Committee's review timetable will involve the Committee considering the concepts put forward by local authorities and seeking further information from councils and other stakeholders.

Stage Three will involve publication of draft proposals early in July, with consultation on the proposals including boundaries taking place up to late September. Affordability information will be provided by local authorities during this period.

During Stage Four, between 29 September and 19 December, the Boundary Committee will give further consideration to the proposals, requesting more information as necessary, and advice will then be provided to the Secretary of State.

To view the submission visit www.torbay.gov.uk/boundaryreview.
For further information please contact: Peter Surcombe, Communications Officer on 01803 208860
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