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	Part One
	GENERAL

	1
	Please provide a brief description of the main  function and/or policy(ies) including its aims and objectives

	
	Shared Priorities
The development of the Local Transport Plan (LTP) has been guided by Government advice which sets out the requirements for the LTP, in particular, identifying the Government’s shared priorities for transport. The key to producing a high quality LTP is to match up the Government’s priorities, with local and regional priorities.

The priorities for the LTP can be summarised as the following:

· Accessibility

Achieving sustainable access to key services such as employment, education, health, tourism, cultural and sporting facilities and to healthy food. There is also a need to plan the location and delivery of services to make the good use of the existing transport network.

· Air Quality

Key to this priority is improving air quality, particularly in areas where poor air quality has been identified, by reducing vehicle emissions and acknowledging the local contribution to reducing global warming.

· Congestion

This means managing the demand on the current transport network, reducing traffic growth and encouraging the use of alternatives to the car.

· Road safety

This will focus on reducing the number of casualties resulting from road accidents, particularly for vulnerable road users.

· Quality of Life

This means relieving communities of the adverse effects of transport and addressing community safety.

Aim of the Torbay Local transport Plan

The aim of the LTP is:

to provide range of measures that can be used to provide the greatest outcomes

and which provide value for money to improve the torbay transport network, in keeping with the priorities of the Plan.

Policy objectives

The main policy objectives to achieve this aim, can be summarised as:

· Accessibility

Ensure good access to all key services and facilities from all parts of Torbay;

Fully consider access when identifying new sites for key services;

Maximise the level of access by all modes through the imposition of stringent section 106 and 278 agreements;

Ensure that transport is not an impediment for people with disabilities and other disadvantaged groups;

Ensure good access to Torbay from outside and provide easily accessible            information on travel options to and within Torbay.

· Air Quality

Improve air quality in Torbay through the expeditious resolution of declared Air Quality Management Areas and to reduce the declaration of future AQMAs.

· Congestion

Encourage the use of non-car modes of transport through travel plans, restraints measures and improvements to these modes;

Relieve congestion at existing hot spots, improving conditions for all road users;

Minimise conflicts between modes of transport, having due regard to the hierarchy of modes, where appropriate.

· Road safety

Ensure that Torbay Council continues to meet all of its casualty reduction targets;

Ensure a high standard of management of Torbay’s transport assets, by implementing a Transport Asset Management Strategy, the Network Management Duty, and a Highway Maintenance Strategy.

· Other Quality of Life Issues

Assist in the achievement of the aims of the Torbay Community Plan and the delivery of its key initiatives;

Support economic and social development initiatives in Torbay through the provision of good access by all modes;

Minimise the environmental impact of transport in Torbay and support environmental

improvements wherever possible;

Maintain and enhance the quality of the urban environment and the public realm by minimising the impact of transport on Torbay’s heritage.


	2
	Please list the main stakeholders/beneficiaries in terms of the recipients of the function or the target group at whom the policy is aimed

	
	All residents of, and visitors to, Torbay

	3
	If the function is provided by another partner,  organisation, contractor  or agency on behalf of the Authority, please give the names of these organisations/agencies  (see question 18)

	
	None


	4
	 Do you have any research data, about traditionally excluded groups? Does this research highlight any disparities or adverse impact?

	
	29% of the population of Torbay is over 60 (2001 census); 2.5% are non white British or Irish (2001 census: this may have changed substantially); 1% professed a religion other than Christian or non-religious; 23% had a limiting long term illness (2001 census).  Disabled/wheelchair accessibility subject to national and European legislation. Poss need to assess BME access to transport.


	5
	Have you compared your policy/function with similar local authorities, if so with what results?

	
	LTP is assessed by Department for Transport alongside LTPs for all other Transport Authorities. Torbay’s LTP was rated “excellent”, for it’s interpretation of the Government’s guidance, and meeting the objectives of the Government’s sustainability requirements


	6
	Does this policy area have high medium or low potential impact on traditionally excluded groups?

	 
	There is high potential positive impact for eg access to services by people with disabilities, people with concern for safety on public transport etc. 


	
	IF THE POLICY OR FUNCTION HAS A HIGH OR MEDIUM POTENTIAL IMPACT ON RACIAL MINORITIES OR OTHER  TRADITIONALLY EXCLUDED GROUPS PLEASE CONTINUE WITH Part 2 of the assessment



	Part Two
	CONSULTATION

	7
	Please list any consultation activity with internal or external customers carried out over the last year or two: e.g. satisfaction surveys, focus groups, Citizens Panel exercises etc and how the results are publicised?

	
	Regular meetings of the Learning Disability Partnership Board; SPOT, the Torbay group for people with learning difficulties; Older Persons Partnership Board, Shopmobility; Stakeholder groups before the LTP published etc


	8
	Please list any alternative arrangements you have made or are planning for consulting with hard-to-reach groups within the community

	
	Regular meetings of the Learning Disability Partnership Board; SPOT, the Torbay group for people with learning difficulties; Older Persons Partnership Board, Shopmobility. LTP3 will be subject to widespread consultation in line with government policy.


	9
	Please state how you consult with members of your staff about your function/policy

	
	The LTP is written in consultation with officers in other areas and is examined by Councillors

	10
	Please list any changes to your function or policy that you have made, or you plan to make as a result of consultation with different groups

(Include  future ones in your improvement plan summary attached)

	
	Future LTPs will take account fully of the needs of those affected by it, including people with disabilities, older people, etc. The majority of public transport users are female. See 8 above


	
	DISCRIMINATION

	11
	Please list any evidence you have of the function or policy having an adverse impact on different groups or relations between groups – this can be internal or external

	
	None

	
	SERVICE DELIVERY

	12
	Please list any alternative ways designed to improve access to or use of your service by different groups, (and include this in your improvement plan summary attached)

	
	Access wallets for people with learning disabilities to use on public transport, large print public transport timetables for people with visual impairments

	13
	Please list any alternative ways designed to improve access to information about your service by different groups (and include this in your improvement plan summary attached)

	
	The LTP is available to the public from libraries etc and from the Council’s website, and available in other formats on request.

	
	MONITORING

	14
	Please describe how you carry out monitoring of take up of your function/policy by equality group?

	
	The former disability access forum (TEAM) was consulted before the forum folded. Consultation is through the Customer Focus team. Additionally, consultation is carried via Shopmobility; SPOT (SPeaking Out in Torbay, the group for people with learning disabilities); the Learning Disabilities Partnership Board; and the Older Persons Partnership Board. All public transport in Torbay is provided by private enterprise. The function of the LTP is to encourage inclusion for all, in the use of public transport, walking, cycling and the use of the car.

	15
	How are the results of any monitoring analysed, reported and publicised? 

	
	Local Transport Plan Performance Indicators eg LTP1a % of households within 400 metres of an hourly or better bus service; LTP1b % of households within 30 minutes of a major town centre by bus; LTP3c % of households within 30 minutes of a hospital by bus; LTP1d % of households within 45 minutes of Torbay Hospital by bus; L2 Growth of Shopmobility Usage; L9 Residents benefiting from Community Transport Services;  L15 Growth of residents benefiting from Concessionary travel; BVPI165 % of crossings with facilities for the disabled; No. of Blue Badge spaces installed; L13 Age of bus fleet (new buses being low-floored) All reported within Local Transport Plan and Progress Reports.

	16
	Does an analysis of your customer base against baseline population figures for the borough show that you are reaching all groups within your remit? If not, which groups are adversely affected? -– 

	
	The LTP applies to all residents and visitors to Torbay. 

	17
	Please list any changes to your function or policy that you have made or plan to make as a result of monitoring

	
	Production of Access wallets (containing hard to communicate information) for people with learning disabilities to use on public transport was an idea from SPOT the Learning Disabilities group.


	
	MISCELLANEOUS

	18
	If your function is provided by a private sector or voluntary sector organisation on a contract basis, (see q 3)  please list any arrangements have you made or plan to make to ensure that these comply with equality

	
	Shopmobility was set up through the LTP. There is an equalities and non-discrimination policy

	19
	Have you received any complaints about your function/policy in respect of equality issues? If so, please give a brief description

	
	None. The LTP is the basis for positive responses to issues raised by the public eg the installation of dropped kerbs on request.


	20
	Does your function or policy result in any financial support being given to community groups within the voluntary and community sector. If yes, please list organisations and amounts, including the equality monitoring on nature of the groups

	
	Shopmobility (initial start up costs, provision of buildings, ongoing staff and financial support); SPOT (Learning Disabilities) (£5k for Access Wallets and Travel Training).



IMPROVEMENT PLAN List any recommendations for action as a result of this impact assessment. INCLUDE IN BUSINESS PLANS
	ISSUE
	ACTION REQUIRED
	LEAD 
	TIMESCALE
	COSTS 
	COMMENTS

	Consultation with hard to reach groups

	To consult more widely using the Council’s Community Engagement team
	AY
	5 years
	0
	

	Number of requests from members of the public regarding access
	Increase number of dropped kerbs installed
	AY
	5
	£10K pa
	








 5

